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LOOKING UNTO JESUS J
" He endured the cross, despising the shame."—
While we steadily contemplate this solemn scene,
that sober frame of spirit is produced
In promoting within us,' which best befits the Christian
£3££g, militant here on earth. We become im-
in earthly pressed with a sense of the shortness and
pursuits, and uncertainty of time, and with the necessity
tisu/l'Z °f being diligent in making provision for
eternity.    In such a temper of mind, the
pomps and  vanities of life are cast behind us as
the baubles of children.—We lose our relish for
the frolics of gaiety, the race of ambition, or the
grosser  gratifications   of  voluptuousness.     In the
case even of those objects, which may more justly
claim  the   attention of reasonable and   immortal
beings; in our family arrangements, in our plans of
life, in our schemes of business, we become, without
relinquishing the path of duty, more moderate in
pursuit, and more indifferent about the issue.   Here
also we learn to correct the world's false estimate
of things, and to  "look through  the shallowness
of earthly grandeur;" to  venerate what is  truly
excellent and noble, though under a despised and
degraded form;  and to- cultivate within ourselves
that true   magnanimity, which can make us rise
superior to the smiles or frowns of this world ; that
dignified composure of soul, which no earthly inci-
dents can destroy or ruffle.    Instead of repining at
any of the little occasional inconveniences we may
meet with in our passage through life, we are almost
ashamed of the multiplied comforts and enjoyments
of our condition, when we think of him, who, though
"the Lord of glory," "had not where to lay his
head."   And if it be our lot to undergo evils of more

